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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 • An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
The application has been amended as follows: 
In claim 1 : 

On line 16 change "50" to - - (50) - - 
In claim 3. 

On line 1 7 change " part 76" to - - part (76) - - . 

The amendment was necessary to correct an obvious typographical error. 
2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Flint et al. in 
U.S. Patent No. 3,775,586 has a viewing screen (element 15) for watching the welding 
operation. Muncheryan In U.S. Patent No. 3,383,491 discloses in column 4,lines 65- 
66) a microscope (element 1 1 ) attached by a flexible arm to a post of a laser welding 
apparatus. Hongo et al. in Japan patent document No. 60-152,386 discloses a laser 
working device with a shutter (element 21) that is opened in response to the end of 
laser oscillations. Aoyama in Japan patent document No. 63-280,209 discloses a 
shutter device for selectively interrupting any one of a visual optical shutter and a laser 
beam shutter. None of the references of record discloses or suggests, alone or in 
combination, a weld checking apparatus for a laser welding machine, the weld checking 



Application/Control Number: 10/622,140 

Art Unit: 1725 963 

apparatus comprising: a weld-checking/eye protecting glass assembly disposed on a 
center portion of the auxiliary flash intercepting plate to display a weld portion in an 
enlarged scale during the welding process while intercepting the flash by being opened 
and closed in synchronization with a trigger speed of the welding head. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Geoffrey S Evans whose telephone number is (571)- 

272-1 174. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:30AM to 4:00 PM, 

alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dunn can be reached on (571 )-272-1 1 71 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or Procga^ assigned is (703)-872-9306. 
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